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COMMUNITY
ST. L AWRENCE REHABILITATION CENTER
AND MORRIS HALL SENIOR CARE COMMUNITIES

OUR MISSION
St. Lawrence Rehabilitation Center
St. Lawrence Rehabilitation Center, a non-profit facility sponsored by
the Roman Catholic Diocese of Trenton, is committed to maximizing the
quality of human life by providing comprehensive physical rehabilitation
and related programs to meet the healthcare needs of our communities.
Value oriented, person centered, fiscally responsible, and dedicated to
excellence, the Center creates a supportive environment which fosters human
dignity. The integral element of this process is a caring professional staff
working with patients and families toward a common goal. Through a holistic
approach to quality care, all services are intended to contribute to the physical,
psychological, social and spiritual well being of all persons being served.

Morris Hall Senior Care Communities
Morris Hall is a non-profit organization sponsored by the Roman Catholic
Diocese of Trenton that provides care in a residential and skilled care
setting without discrimination by race, religion, sex, physical or cognitive
disability. Morris Hall is dedicated to providing a loving, spiritual and
caring environment, as well as quality health care, to help each resident
experience life to the fullest; and additionally, to provide a support system
to family and friends involved in the care of the resident.
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Message from our CEO
As we were putting together our Community Report to highlight our accomplishments in 2019,
we were hit with the pandemic Coronavirus. While we continue to deal with the effects of the
virus, I would like to commend the staff of St. Lawrence Rehabilitation Center and Morris Hall,
as well as all of the healthcare facilities, Departments of Health and emergency personnel
in Greater Mercer County, for their dedicated and outstanding response to this crisis. We all
continue to pool our resources and work together to dissipate the virus. Sacrifices have been
made at every level, and words cannot express our appreciation to everyone involved in dealing
with this life-threatening event. As we move forward in the healing and rebuilding process,
I encourage you to take a step backward to appreciate our achievements in 2019.
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Dear Friends:
Welcome to the 2020

community and we have been recognized by Safe

St. Lawrence Rehabilitation

Kids Worldwide for the work we do as the lead

Center and Morris Hall
Community Report. In
these pages, you will
read about exciting new
developments as well
as interesting stories of

organization of Mercer County Safe Kids. We
value the partnerships we have formed with many
organizations and acute care hospitals which help
with these and other community initiatives.
At Morris Hall, residents and staff are already

patients and residents who used our services in

benefiting from a multiyear update of the floors at

2019. Together they paint a picture of the varied

St. Joseph’s Skilled Nursing Center, including each

ways that St. Lawrence and Morris Hall benefit

resident’s room and all of the community areas.

our community.

Modern, comfortable and attractive, the new

St. Lawrence continues to be recognized as an

St. Joe’s is a home that we are all proud of.

outstanding rehabilitation hospital, with a five

At St. Mary’s Assisted Living, a new Palliative Care

star overall rating by Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services, and high ratings from U.S.
News & World Report and The Joint Commission.
With all of the accolades, we still strive to
improve the rehabilitation experience for
patients through new initiatives and state-ofthe-art equipment. In our Outpatient Therapy
Department, we are utilizing new assessment

Unit provides end-of-life care for individuals who
can no longer live at home but do not wish to go
to a traditional nursing home setting. The units’
homelike apartments provide dignity and privacy,
with room for patients and their families.
It is typical in the Community Report to highlight
new and exciting programs and facilities that keep

and training tools for vision deficits, which

St. Lawrence and Morris Hall at the forefront

often present in people who have suffered a

of resident and patient care in Central New

concussion, stroke or brain injury.

Jersey. However, I am equally proud of what

For our inpatients, we have opened a new

hasn’t changed. As longtime Director of Physical

pharmacy clean room—enabling us to exceed

Therapy Andrea Higginbottom commented upon

current standards for the preparation of IV

her retirement in January, what makes us truly

antibiotics—while we continue to implement

excellent was, is, and always will be “the staff’s

antibiotic stewardship protocols to prevent

commitment to providing quality care.”

hospital-acquired infection and the rise of
antibiotic-resistant organisms. We have also

Best regards,

completed renovations to patient rooms and the
neuro/brain injury floor.
St. Lawrence continues to promote safety

Darlene Hanley, R.N., LNHA, FACHE

education and injury prevention in the

President and CEO
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SLRC
St. Lawrence remains at the forefront
of rehabilitative care in Central
New Jersey.
We have continued to expand therapeutic offerings
while maintaining our commitment to providing
individualized programs of treatment furnished by
caring, experienced, and highly trained therapists,
who work hands-on with patients. Our goal is to
help them attain their goals and to return to as high
quality of life as possible.
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St. Lawrence Accolades
St. Lawrence received a number of honors and accolades in 2019.
St. Lawrence has been awarded a five star overall
rating by CMS (Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services) each year since the rating
system was established. We are also proud to have
been named among U.S. News & World Report’s
Best Nursing Homes of 2019–20, achieving the
highest possible rating (“High Performing”)
for short-term rehabilitation. This places St.
Lawrence among the 19% of U.S. skilled nursing

facilities in the nation that have been recognized
as a Best Nursing Home for 2019-2020 by U.S.
News & World Report.
U.S. News evaluates factors that it has determined
most greatly impact patient care, safety, and
outcomes, and awards its Best Nursing Home
honor only to facilities that demonstrate
appropriate use of key services and consistent
performance in quality measures.
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St. Lawrence Rehabilitation Center
is the only rehabilitation facility in
Mercer County which has earned
The Joint Commission’s Gold
Seal of Approval for its’ Hospital
Accreditation Program and Nursing
Care Center Accreditation Program,
and was awarded a Certificate of
Distinction for Post-Acute Care. In
summer 2019, a team of commission
reviewers conducted a rigorous,
unannounced site visit to evaluate
compliance with performance
standards. The accreditations
that we received as a result of the
evaluation are a symbol of quality that
reflects a health care organizations’
commitment to providing safe, high
quality patient care.
In addition to these professional
awards and designations, we are very
pleased that our patients have also
given us high ratings on our patient
satisfaction surveys. In the 2019
satisfaction surveys, we received a 96%
overall satisfaction rating and 98% of
the respondents said that they would
recommend St. Lawrence to family and
friends.
The high patient satisfaction
ratings and professional awards and
designations that St. Lawrence has
received are an indicator that our
healthcare programs and services are
recognized and valued.
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ST. LAWRENCE PHYSICAL THERAPY

Andrea Higginbottom
Improvements to the facility were designed to respond
to patient needs. A new Outpatient Department led to a
split between in- and outpatient physical therapy. (Andy
became the Director of Inpatient PT.) The inpatient area
was renovated in 1996-97 to accommodate the increased
number of patients and therapists, and a quieter treatment
area for brain injury patients and a fourth-floor gym for both
PT and OT were added later.
Andy explains that the role of the therapist has
changed due to advances in technology. Among them
are improvements in prosthetics (artificial limbs) and
orthotics (bracing), specialty wheelchairs and seating, and
Parkinson’s treatment.
When Director of Physical Therapy, Andrea Higginbottom, PT,
retired in January, she could look back on a career that
stretched almost to St. Lawrence’s beginning. She arrived
in June 1971, a newly minted graduate eager to work with
rehab and extended-care patients at what was then called
Morris Hall Center. Over the next 48½ years, Andy helped
countless patients return to independence, mentored a
growing staff of therapists (many of whom paid tribute to
her upon her retirement), and saw significant changes at
the rehab center. When asked what she remembers most

Despite that, Andy continues, “the underlying approach
to inpatient rehab is basically the same. All patients
receive a thorough evaluation identifying their strengths,
weaknesses, and goals. An individualized treatment program
is developed to work towards achieving functional goals and
improving mobility. I’ve always felt that patients respond
best to individualized, hands-on therapy. Besides the actual
treatment, there is a lot of problem-solving and education of
both the patient and their caregivers/families.”
Working for the same employer for decades has become

about her career, however, Andy points to what did not

increasingly rare, though perhaps not at SLRC. Andy

change: “the staff’s commitment to providing quality care

explains her longevity simply: “St. Lawrence is a special

through good old-fashioned hands-on treatment.”

place. People work well together. I saw a lot of changes, but

It’s hard to pinpoint the most significant developments

the staff’s commitment to providing quality care doesn’t

in Physical Therapy at St. Lawrence in Andy’s nearly half

change. It’s a reason I stayed for so many years. That and

century. In 1971, Andy was one of three therapists. Today

the reward of seeing patients improve. What I really enjoyed

there are many times that, with a corresponding increase in

most was treating patients. Each one was so different. It

the number of patients served.

was never boring.”
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ST. LAWRENCE PATIENT PROFILE

Cody Hinkle

Cody Hinkle is walking again due to the care and therapy
she received at St. Lawrence Rehabilitation Center. After
aches and pains progressed to numbness, paralysis, and
blindness, Cody was sent to the Hospital of the University
of Pennsylvania, where she was diagnosed with, and
treated for Guillain-Barré syndrome. Her immune system
was attacking her nerves.
After nearly three weeks in a hospital bed, Cody
transferred to St. Lawrence. “I didn’t think I was ever going
to walk again,” she admits. “I thought I was paralyzed.”
But with time and therapy—PT, OT, speech therapy for
short-term memory loss, and a lot of stretching of her
bedridden muscles—she began to regain her mobility.
“I couldn’t move my fingers or arms,” Cody recounted near
the end of her inpatient rehab stay. “Now I’m wheeling
myself in a wheelchair and walking with a brace or when
holding someone’s hand. I’m stable walking with a walker.”
Looking back on her recovery, Cody says, “Every day I got
stronger and stronger and stronger. There wasn’t a day
when I was down. I did what I was told to do to get where
I needed to get, even if it hurt.”
Cody found the St. Lawrence doctors, nurses, and nursing
assistants to be “helpful, but the most helpful was my
therapist, Kelly. I had her the entire time. In the beginning
I was iffy. Does this person know what I really need to get
better? But she had confidence, and after the first day, I
knew that I could trust her. She and I are now really close.”
After her month long stay at St. Lawrence, Cody was
ready—and excited—to return home. Cody will continue
her rehabilitation at the Outpatient Therapy Department
at St. Lawrence where she expects to receive the same
outstanding therapy and compassionate care that she
experienced as an inpatient.
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Hospital Initiatives
ST. LAWRENCE PHARMACY/
INFECTION CONTROL/ANTIBIOTIC
STEWARDSHIP INITIATIVES

Debbie Smyth, Director of Pharmacy, the new room

St. Lawrence maintains a continued focus on
antibiotic stewardship and infection control,
and is also pleased to have a new pharmacy
admixture room that was recently installed.

In St. Lawrence style, the development of a plan

St. Lawrence’s pharmacy has long provided the
medications for all inpatients at the rehabilitation
center, and in 2019, a new facility was constructed: a
clean room. Its purpose, spurred by new regulations,
is to create a completely clean environment in
which to prepare IV products—mostly antibiotics

is “an exciting endeavor. It enables us to make IV
antibiotics in a state-of-the-art clean room.”
to move ahead began in the fall of 2018 and was
a group effort. “The administration was very
positive and supportive about the clean room,”
explains Debbie. “Once it was decided, a lot of
departments, including security, IT, and facilities
got involved. Everyone worked well together to
complete the project.”
After researching options and the scope of the
work, St. Lawrence contracted with an outside

and potassium—and to greatly extend their shelf

company to construct a modular clean room,

life, called the “beyond-use date.” According to

which was designed on a computer, built in pieces,
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shipped to St. Lawrence, and assembled beginning in
late 2019. Instead of having to fit a current room to be
compliant with the new USP standards, the modular
clean room is designed to be fully independent
within the main building. It consists of two rooms,
an anteroom with a hands free sink and gowning area,
and a buffer room, which contains a new isolator
(IV hood) to prepare the IV medications. New
high-tech features include computer monitoring of
temperature, humidity, and air pressure.
The new clean room became operational in April,
2020 and was an instant success. “Everybody who’s
seen it is really impressed by it,” says Debbie.
“The pharmacy department works closely with the
medical staff to insure all of our patients receive the
medications they require. The new clean room keeps
us compliant with the current safety standards for IV
preparation,” said Debbie.
Meanwhile, St. Lawrence continues to implement
antibiotic stewardship initiatives in conjunction
with The Joint Commission and the federal
government. The goal is to prevent the rise of
antibiotic-resistant organisms—including superbugs
with high mortality rates—by monitoring and
limiting antibiotic use to what’s most appropriate.
St. Lawrence is also developing specific treatment
guidelines and preventive measures, taking a
proactive approach to recognizing the signs of
infection (particularly sepsis), and educating nurses,
medical staff, and pharmacy—all with the goal of
treating infection early and preventing it entirely.
According to Kate Corriero, Infection Control
Practitioner, “St. Lawrence continues to have a very
low rate of hospital-acquired infection—way below
the national average.”
We are proud of our rating on infection and are pleased
that our initiatives are producing positive results.
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Safety Initiatives and
Community Involvement
St. Lawrence Rehabilitation Center, the lead organization of Mercer County
Safe Kids, was pleased to receive a letter of commendation from Torine Creppy,
the President of Safe Kids Worldwide, for our work on pedestrian safety.
Ms. Creppy stated that St. Lawrence has “become
the ‘go to’ expert on child injury prevention in
the community... One key example is the student
presentation (Lawrence Intermediate School)
to the town council that the coalition organized
following their International Walk To School Day
assessment, which resulted in the approval of a
traffic light, enhanced crosswalks and reduced
speed limits in their school’s vicinity. What an
amazing effort by the coalition and a real testament
to the power of student advocates!
Safe Kids Worldwide works with over 400
coalitions across the U.S. and partners in over 30
countries to reduce the number of unintentional
injuries and deaths in children through education,
advocacy and research. Since our founding in 1988,
the rate of deaths in children due to unintentional
injury has decreased by 60%. Without our network
of coalitions and agencies like St. Lawrence
Rehabilitation Center who support them, we would
not have met this goal.
The children in Mercer County are safer today from
preventable injuries because of the important work
that the coalition is doing and the support of
St. Lawrence Rehabilitation Center.”
St. Lawrence is very proud of the work we do
and the recognition we received from Safe
Kids Worldwide. We were also pleased that the
Commissioner of the New Jersey Department
of Transportation, Diane Gutierrez-Scaccetti,

attended the Walk This Way program in October
and spoke to the students about pedestrian
safety. Commissioner Gutierrez-Scaccetti stated,
”NJDOT is committed to promoting safety in
our communities for all forms of transportation,
whether it is on our roads, bike paths, or sidewalks
and we support the St. Lawrence Rehabilitation
Center efforts.”
Every 33 seconds, a child in the United States is
involved in a car crash and more than a third of the
children who die in crashes were not in car seats,
booster seats, or wearing a seat belt. Car seat use
reduces the risk for injury in a crash by 71-82% for
children, when compared with seat belt use alone.
Booster seat use reduces the risk for serious injury
by 45% for children aged 4-8, when compared with
seat belt use alone. (Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention). Since car crashes are a leading
cause of death in children ages 1 to 13, it is critical
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to choose and use the right car seat correctly every
time a child is in the car. St. Lawrence Rehabilitation
Center and the Mercer County Sheriff’s Department
have partnered together for years to provide free car
seat checks by certified technicians each year. We are
also a resource for car seat checks throughout the
year and help provide car seats for those in need.
One of the most effective and popular events is our
Bicycle Safety Rodeo and Safe Kids Day. The event is
designed to educate children and families about safety
when riding bikes, scooters and skateboards, and also
when participating in sports and other recreational
activities. Wearing a helmet while riding a bike is
the best way to decrease the risk of serious injuries
(Center for Injury Research and Policy at Nationwide
Children’s Hospital). A properly worn helmet can
reduce the risk of a serious head injury in children by
78%. We have close to 500 children attend our event
each year, and they are all fitted for a free bike helmet
by one of the therapists at St. Lawrence. They also
have their bikes inspected and ride a safety course
conducted by the Lawrence Police Department.
During the rodeo, children demonstrate riding
competence and knowledge of rules of the road. This
is very important because developmentally, children
under 10 years old often have difficulty judging speed
and distance of cars and may need to remain on the
sidewalk and bike paths until they demonstrate this
competency. In addition to bike and helmet safety,
children and their parents learn about water safety
and children are fitted for and receive free Personal
Flotation Devices. Many organizations that are part
of Mercer County Safe Kids also participate with
interactive safety exhibits and safety information. As
NJDOT Commissioner Diane Guttierez-Scaccetti
stated, “Educating children about bicycle and
pedestrian safety in a fun, experiential manner leaves
a lasting impression that helps to develop good lifelong habits. The St. Lawrence Rehabilitation Center
Bicycle Safety Rodeo and Safe Kids’ Day event is an
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outstanding community program that shares safety
practices with children and adults through games
and memorable activities.”
Our helmet safety initiatives continue throughout
the summer with an ongoing program, “Think
Positive” in Lawrence and Ewing Townships. It is
supported by the police departments, the Brain
Injury Alliance of New Jersey and local vendors.
Children who are seen wearing helmets while
riding bikes, scooters, skateboard and roller blades
are given “tickets” by the police. These tickets can
be redeemed at local stores and restaurants and
reinforces the importance of wearing helmets.
The work we have done together to educate our
communities about safety and injury prevention
is impressive. In 2019, Safe Kids Worldwide has
checked over 85,000 car seats, reached 163,430
family members at medicine safety events, and
educated 215,700 students about pedestrian safety.
Those are numbers to be proud of but we must
continue to join forces to keep our children safe!
We are also pleased to be an integral part of
the GMPHP (Greater Mercer Public Health
Partnership), which is a collaboration of area
hospitals and health departments dedicated
to improving the health of Greater Mercer

County residents. We are working on our fourth
Community Health Assessment (CHA) and
Community Health Improvement Plan (CHIP) to
evaluate initiatives that we have implemented in
the community. Some of our programs include
maternal and child health, benefits of walking
and exercise, oral health, health literacy programs,
nutrition and safety initiatives. All age groups have
benefited from the GMPHP community programs.
Community partnerships are important to us
and we are pleased to work with the Amputee
Coalition, Inc., a nonprofit organization whose
mission is to help amputees and their families
adapt and live life to the fullest. They are a
resource for information about support groups,
financial assistance, physical therapy, and other
issues related to amputation. St. Lawrence staff
refer our patients to them when appropriate and
they in turn utilize our services as well. We also
host a support group on a monthly basis that
their members and families may attend.
We continue our partnerships with the Brain
Injury Alliance of New Jersey, the Mercer
County Heart Walk, and the Lawrence Township
Health Advisory Board. We are proud to be part
of a community that is committed to the health,
safety and well-being of our residents.
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Morris Hall Senior
Care Communities
Ask any staff member at Morris Hall,
and they will tell you that the senior care
community is just that—a community, or
more accurately, a group of communities,
in which residents can move among them
based on their needs.
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Morris Hall Senior Care Communities
includes St. Mary’s Assisted Living,
Grace Garden Memory Care,
St. Joseph’s Skilled Nursing Center
and Morris Hall Meadows. We make
sure that our residents transfer to the
correct place at the correct time.
At Morris Hall, the emphasis is on the high level
of care that we provide for our residents in a
warm, nurturing and loving environment. Our
residents’ happiness and comfort are of the
utmost importance and we treat them with the
dignity and respect that they deserve. While our
focus is on the care we provide, we also want to
be cognizant of maintaining a modern, updated
home environment for our residents. Therefore,
according to Ellen Petroski, Administrator of
Morris Hall, “we are redoing every single St.
Joseph’s residents’ room from top to bottom.
New flooring, new furniture, new window
treatments and new bathrooms. We are
redecorating the community rooms as well.
We are updating St. Joseph’s for the new decade!”
The refurbishing project began in summer 2019,
with the first floor due to be finished in the summer
of 2020 and completion of the entire project slated
for the summer of 2021. The two-year time frame
of sequential redecoration was structured to
reduce disruption at the nursing home.
It was important to seek resident input when
redesigning the rooms. They wanted a homelike environment that was inviting, warm and
soothing. We removed the institutional décor and
selected finishes that the residents would pick for
their own homes. The fabrics and finishes were
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designed for long-term care facilities and contain
antimicrobial fabrics which have the ability to
fend off microorganisms and prolong the life of
the textiles.
The community rooms were specifically designed
to include seating areas for families to visit with
loved ones in small conversational areas or tables
to work on puzzles or other projects together. It’s
a multi-functional room that has been very well
received by residents and their families. Another
community space that received a makeover is
the solarium, just off of the main lobby. The
solarium has been described as the “jewel of the
facility” and offers a retreat for residents and
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family members. It now has beautiful new patio
furniture with lots of plants and accessories to
provide a garden-like atmosphere. Our residents
enjoy spending time there where they can also
look out into the lovely garden that is adjacent
to the solarium. As Petroski mentioned, “We are
taking the outside and bringing it in.”
In addition to the full-scale renovations, we’ve
also created a new unit for members of the
community needing end-of-life care. St. Mary’s
Assisted Living opened its’ Palliative Care Unit
in July, 2019 that has been utilized by many
community residents.

The unit was designed for patients near the
end of their lives who need a level of care that
can’t be provided at home, but who do not wish
to go to a traditional nursing home. St. Mary’s
Palliative Care Unit is more homelike, with
personal touches and privacy. Each apartment
has a bedroom and living room—spaces where
the patient can receive nursing care, pain
management, spiritual support, and other
services needed and where the family can
remain comfortable and close. A dedicated nurse
and staff are available 24 hours a day to take
care of a patient’s needs and a social worker is
also accessible. As Marketing and Admissions

Director Lisa Thomas stated, “It feels like a
home, not a hospital.”
In addition to offering outstanding residential
and healthcare services, Morris Hall also believes
in making an impact in the community. We have
partnered with Lawrenceville Main Street to
present their Music in the Park series during
the summer months. The concerts provide
an opportunity for the community to interact
in a fun and enjoyable way and to foster a
connection with one another, and with the local
business community. This will be our third year
sponsoring the concert series and we are proud to
be an integral part of the Lawrenceville family.
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ST. MARY’S RESIDENT

Carol Clarke

The second time’s the

experience.” This time, when her time at St. Lawrence

charm for Carol Clarke.

came to a close, it was suggested that she could have a

When, due to illness
and surgery, “It was
apparent I wasn’t
going to be able
to go back to my
home,” Carol needed
somewhere to live

“one-month respite” in St. Mary’s.
“I was pleased when I was here,” says Carol, “but I had
heard about a new facility nearby and wanted to try it
out. I found out that newer doesn’t necessarily do the job.
St. Mary’s does. It’s very responsive.” She returned to St.
Mary’s, and continues to get the therapy she needs.

where she could

But that’s not all that Carol appreciates about life at

regain strength and

St. Mary’s. She takes advantage of many activities, from

mobility. After a brief

bingo to board games, concerts to sing-alongs, and she

stint at another facility, she returned to St. Mary’s in

says the “spiritual support is very important to me.” She

December. She credits St. Mary’s “warm and attentive

also enjoys the “wide variety of food. Every day has

atmosphere” as the reason why her life changed for the

specials plus other choices, or you can ask for something

better and why she is staying for good.

else. The food here is excellent. I think it’s restaurant

Carol’s path to St. Mary’s started next door, at St. Lawrence

quality. I’m eating healthier than when I lived in my house.”

Rehabilitation Center, where she was recovering from

“The atmosphere is positive,” Carol continues. “People reach

surgery. Fifteen years before, she had rehabbed there

out and are welcoming, and I feel I am getting stronger. I

after knee replacement and had found it “a very positive

am absolutely not leaving again.”
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ST. LAWRENCE PATIENT/MORRIS HALL VOLUNTEER

Nancy Finn

Nancy Finn knows St. Lawrence and Morris Hall
exceedingly well, experiencing their “ins” and “outs” as
both a patient and a volunteer. She is happy to have
both institutions in her life, and they are certainly happy
to have her.
Nancy’s relationship with Morris Hall/St. Lawrence
began in 2015, when a friend from church asked
if she would like to volunteer in the Morris Hall gift
shop. It wasn’t long before she was asked to join the
Community Service Board, which coordinates the
volunteer efforts.
Unfortunately, Nancy was diagnosed with stage-4
melanoma. She received treatment and returned to
volunteering, helping to start the Music and Memory
program for Dementia patients. Morris Hall was grateful
to receive a grant from Janssen Pharmaceutica, Inc.
that funded the purchase of 100 iPods, which volunteers
load with playlists of residents’ favorite songs. “Music
memories help to spark other memories,” Nancy says,
explaining the theory behind the program. “But they

at St. Lawrence. “I couldn’t have asked for better. It’s

discovered that it helps not only with Alzheimer’s and

home.” She learned how to walk and climb using her

Dementia, but also with depression, anxiety, digestion,

new limb, and she got stronger. She also enjoyed

and nutrition. It has been so well received that we have

many visitors, including Eucharistic ministers and staff

made it available to all residents of Morris Hall and

members from the Morris Hall/St. Lawrence family.

Morris Hall Meadows.”
By fall 2018, however, Nancy still had problems and

By January 2019, Nancy was back at the gift shop, and
in June she was elected Chair of the Community Service

had to have her lower leg amputated, followed by two

Board. She is exceedingly proud of the more than 100

inpatient rehab stays at St. Lawrence—one after her

volunteers, who have “committed more than 190,000

surgery at Fox Chase and another (after further healing)

volunteer hours to Morris Hall since 1998.”

to get fitted with and learn how to use her prosthetic.
She also received outpatient therapy.

“What makes this place unique is the Catholic
component,” she reflects. “It is important to me both as

Though Nancy wasn’t pleased about the reason she

a volunteer and as a patient. My faith brought me here.

needed rehab, she couldn’t have been happier to be

For me, it’s living out my faith to volunteer at Morris Hall.”
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Philly POPS®
The renowned Philly POPS® orchestra has been performing at the Patriots
Theater at the Trenton War Memorial since 2002 on behalf of The Foundation of
Morris Hall/St. Lawrence, Inc.
Each fall, the community looks forward to an

we bring the Philly Pops Brass Quintet to three

outstanding concert with the world-class Philly

area schools to perform for the students. The

Pops orchestra and vocalists, many of whom are

programs are designed to expand the students’

Tony award nominees and Broadway performers.
The concert is also an opportunity to raise funds to
provide charity care and medical equipment to those
patients and residents at St. Lawrence Rehabilitation

musical knowledge by demonstrating various
instrument sounds, different musical genres, the
evolution of instruments, and the components of
an orchestral production. The students interact

Center and Morris Hall who are in need.

with the musicians by asking questions during the

We also value the experience that many of the

of our sponsors, are able to attend the concert at

performance. Many students, due to the generosity

students in Mercer County are offered through

the War Memorial and one lucky student is selected

our Philly Pops School Programs. Each year,

to be the “Student Guest Conductor” and goes on

stage during the concert and conducts one number
with the entire Philly Pops orchestra! We have had
several student conductors who have become music
majors due to this exiting and unique opportunity.
This year’s concert will be held on Saturday,
October 3, 2020 at the War Memorial in Trenton
and will feature the Philly POPS® orchestra
with Conductor Stuart Chafetz and The Doo
Wop Project. The concert will be “At The Hop:
Celebrating the Birth of Rock & Roll.” The Doo Wop
Project features stars from Jersey Boys and Motown:
The Musical who perform all of our favorite songs
in American pop and rock history.

Special Thanks to Our Sponsors of the 2019 Concert:
DIAMOND

SILVER

Dr. and Mrs. Anthony R. Volpe

William H. Connolly & Co.
Laurenti Family Charitable Trust
Medline Industries, Inc.
Gail Ruderman

PLATINUM
Betty A. and D. Walter Cohen
Foundation
NJM Insurance Group

GOLD BATON
ETS

GOLD
NAI Fennelly
Anthony Pennacchi & Sons, Inc.
PSE&G
Wawa

BRONZE
Capital Health
Fox Rothschild LLP
Hilton Realty
Hofing Management Co.
PNC Bank
RWJ Hamilton
St. Francis Medical Center

BRONZE BATON
Berkshire Bank
Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
M & T Bank
Orphanides & Associates LLC

SILVER BATON
Bristol-Myers Squibb
Investors Bank/Roma Bank
Community Foundation

Commercial Cleaning Corporation
Drexel University
Ettingoff Wealth Management
First Bank
HDR
Jingoli Properties
Knott’s Colonial Funeral Home
Mason, Griffin & Pierson, PC
McGrath Pharmacy
Pellettieri, Rabstein & Altman
Pennington Quality Market
Pets Plus Grooming Salon
The Philly POPS®
Provident Bank
Ritchie & Page Distributing Co., Inc.
Sharbell Building Company
Stonite Coil Corp.
Van-note Harvey

MEDIA SPONSORS
SPONSORS
Joseph B. Bellina
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney PC

NJ Advanced Media/The Times
Packet Publications
Your Tube Town
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Dear Friends:
As I come to the end of my tenure as Chair of the Board of The Foundation
of Morris Hall/St. Lawrence, Inc., I am pleased to reflect upon the
accomplishments of Morris Hall and St. Lawrence.
This Community Report highlights many of the achievements,
honors and recognition that we have received. From physical
improvements, new equipment, programs and initiatives, awards
and honors, we have accomplished quite a lot.
Most important, however, is the outstanding rehabilitative and
residential care that we provide to our patients and residents.
Our personal profiles indicate the esteem and respect that many
hold for our facilities. Our long-time staff members, volunteers,
patients, residents and community honor us every day through their support. We continue
to excel at the healthcare services we provide as well as our community initiatives and
programs. Some of our programs have become part of the community that people look
forward to each year. Our Philly Pops Benefit Concert as well as our safety initiatives are
well known throughout the Greater Mercer County.
We are indebted to our generous contributors whose support has enabled us to continue to
provide programs and services as well as charity care to those in need. Our residents and
patients are able to obtain the care that they need due to their generosity. We continue to
build relationships and partnerships which we greatly value.
Although my term as Chair will be completed at the end of the year, I will continue as a
board member and committee member of The Foundation of Morris Hall/St. Lawrence,
Inc. I value my service to our organization and pledge to help advance our mission with the
support of our many friends.

Joseph B. Bellina
Chair, Board of Trustees
The Foundation of Morris Hall/St. Lawrence, Inc.
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Board of Trustees
CHAIR
Msgr. Michael Walsh

Bharat D. Desai, MD

Shirley Pukala, RN

HelenMarie A. Dolton, RN

Msgr. Hugh Ronan

VICE-CHAIR
Gloria S. Teti

Darlene Hanley, RN

Albert Silvestri

Andrea Higginbottom

James P. Taitsman, MD

Joseph Bellina
Susan Bolan, RN

David Jenkins, MD
Joseph Lucci

The Foundation of Morris Hall/St. Lawrence, Inc. Board of Trustees
CHAIR
Joseph B. Bellina

Jeffrey M. Hall, Esq.

Susan Paglione

Darlene Hanley, RN

Paul G. Pennacchi, Sr.

VICE-CHAIR
Liz Tindall

Lydia Keephart, Esq.

Albert Silvestri

Nina D. Melker

Gloria S. Teti

Pasquale Colavita, Jr.
Eugene J. Elias

Jane Millner

Msgr. Michael Walsh

Thomas K. Musick, Esq.
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Thank You

To Our Generous Contributors to the Annual Fund for 2019
Patron

$2,500 and up
Terry Cheng
Elaine C. Murphy
Patricia Natale
Paul and Rosina Pennacchi
Dr. and Mrs. Anthony R. Volpe

Fellow

$1,000 to $2,499.00

Eugene and Marjorie Elias

Thomas and Ellen Kazanski

Daniel and Marguerita Geerders

Walter and Louise Kennedy

Darlene and Cornelius Hanley

Dorothy Kobylarz

IBM Employee Services Center

Edward and Frances Kurocka

Thomas and Ellen Kazanski

Dorothy Molnar

Lydia and William Keephart

Charles and Judy O’Brien

Sally Kuser Lane

Bishop David O’Connell

Joseph and Joan Lucci
Dr. Kevin and Jayne McGuigan

O’Connor, Passannante &
Williams Families

Nina and Michael Melker

Kim and George Ott

Richard Mercadante

Brian Rath, Esq.

Thomas Bates

Jane and Martin Millner

Albert Silvestri

Betty A. and D. Walter Cohen
Foundation

James Panacek

Magdalena Sokolowski

Robert Polakowski

Genevieve Spring

Eileen Crummy

Hsiu-Chin Wang and
Stephen S. Szucs

Marlene and Richard Stankus

Suzanne Ellis
Pamela Lafferty

Cathy Frank-White and Ken White

Liz and Al Tindall

Angelo and Claire Milioto
Phyllis and Irving Smith
Foundation
Catherine L. Potash

Sponsor

$500.00 to $999.00

Contributor

$250.00 to $499.00
Gary and Patricia Ahrens

Drs. James and Esther Taitsman
Martha Tottenham-Smith
Msgr. Michael J. Walsh

Supporter

Alfred and Christine Altomari

$100.00 to $249.00

Joseph B. and Linda Bellina

Anonymous (2)

Msgr. John Dermond

Charles and Susan Appelget

Allen & Stults Co., Inc.

ETS Cares Employee Donations

Patricia Beach

Alan Anspaugh

Scott Gordon

Susyn Berger & Barry Jacobs

Thomas W. Boyle

Joseph and Christine Grato

Constance Bowen

Hsiu-Chin and Werner Brix

Daniel and Janice Haggerty

William Browder

Cynthia and David Carroll

Arthur A. Harvey

Marcia V. Brown

Ernest Cerino and
Marie Mascherin

Andrea Higginbottom

Gail Bullock

Nancy and Robert Humes

Burns Heating & Cooling

HelenMarie Dolton

Rev. James Innocenzi

Mindy and Charlie Burns

26 | MO R R I S H AL L & S T. LAW RENC E REH A BILITATIO N CE NTE R

Maryann Butterhof

Elizabeth D’Andrade

Michele Gidansky

Matthew and Judy Cahill

Cynthia Day

William Gischlar

Peter Carter

Sandra L. DeLorenzo

Lisa Janowski Glagola

Thomas Caruso

Sheila Deirocini

Irene Goldman

Ernest Cerino, Sr.

Joseph DeMarie

Phyllis Gould

Dr. Jun and Helen Chang

Bharat V. Desai

Lenora Green

Carol Conklin

Anthony and Theresa Dolhon

Edward J. Groth, III

Irene Cottone

Nancy Feldman

Shirley Guerieri

Charles Cregar

Eileen Fitzpatrick

Mark and M. Ellen Gulbinsky
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Jeffrey Hall, Esq.

Jerry and Mary Ann Whitmore

Joanne Malinowski

Donald Hamnett

Joyce Wright

Phillip and Jane Marchetti

Jane Hazard

Caroline Zaccheus

Rev. Brian McCormick

Carol A. Hilgendorff
Michael Hnat
Joel and Mary Ann Hughes
John and Linda Isaacs
Dr. David Jenkins
Johnson & Johnson Matching Gifts
Thomas and Janice Kasenchak
Dennis Kelly
Donald and Constance Kilmer
Rusti and Stephen Kitts
Barbara Kwiatek
Anthony Major
Scott Marchese
Debra Migliorino
Kathleen and Vincent Mulé
Ronald Novak

Associate

$1.00 to $99.00
Harold Abramson
Patricia Barker
John and Stephanie Barone
Barry Bowers
Carol M. Bozarth

John McCullagh
Maria Meseroll
Joseph Mirro
David Morreale
Thomas and Deborah Musick
New Jersey Manufacturers
Insurance

Francis Ciliento

Dave Patel

Russell Clayton, Jr.

Michael and Mia Pelosci

Pierino Consoli

Joan Petonyak

Peggy Cranston

Frank Pollaro

Doris Dekis

Ram Ramaprasad

Dennis DeNobile

Douglas and Alice Ranson

Alice E. Devlin
Ronald and Nancy Dykas

William Raywood III
Paul Rodrigues

Barbara Paterno

Nancy Cashel Faherty

James and Yvonne Peraino

Dorothea M. Fell

Greg and Pamela Puliti

Mary Lou Ferenchick

Suzanne Rossi

Dorothy Radomski

Helen Fink

Jeff Rummel

Santosh Rakhit

Rose Marie Fox

Susan Schechter

Brenda Riley and Karen Henkel

Barbara Fruschione

Msgr. Hugh Ronan

Frederick Schrenk

Martin Gray

Dennis W. Rosato

Alek Guttierrez

Shirin Stave-Matias

Edward and Phyllis Rosemblum

Deloris Hall

Alfred Rudge

Kathryn Hartz

Theresa Ryan

Elisabeth Q. Hill

Joan Sorber

Michael Horan

Alexander Spring

Hans Kaszuba

Ann Uniman

Yusuf Tafari

Lawrence Kloss

Mark and Arleen Wagner

Robert and Diane Taylor

Joseph Krince

William White

Gloria and Joseph Teti

Madalyn Lally

Howard E. Young

Wayne R. Tindall

Janet and Larry Lawson

Ronald Torllini

Robert and Eleanor Leone

Robert and Charlotte Tyger

Rudolph Loewenstein

Adam Verchinski

Marie Luberto
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Deborah Rossi

Richard Stefani
Barbara Thompson
Lewis Thurston
Louis and Kathy Toth

This list includes donors to the annual
fund from January 1, 2019 through
December 31, 2019. We apologize for
any errors or omissions.

Thank You

For Generous Honor/Memorial Contributions
In Memory of

In Memory of

In Honor of

Douglas and Alice Ranson

Adam Verchinski

In Honor of

In Memory of
Thomas Bates

Franz and Carol Beismann
Joseph and Kathy Hoenisch
Donald and Monica Johnson
Friends from Morris Hall/
St. Lawrence

In Memory of

In Honor of

Carol Bozarth

Michael and Mia Pelosci

In Memory of

In Memory of

Joyce King

Peter Carter

In Memory of

In Memory of

Charles and Judy O’Brien

Nancy Cashel Faherty

In Memory of

In Memory of

Maryann Butterhof

Walter and Louise Kennedy

In Memory of

In Honor of

In Memory of

Carol M. Bozarth

Irene Cottone

Joseph B. and Linda Bellina
Michele and Martin Gidansky
Ronald and Donna Torlini

In Memory of

In Honor of

Matthew and Judy Cahill

Eileen Crummy

Stephen and Marie Agocs

Dr. Robyn Agri and
St. Lawrence Staff
Pamela Lafferty

In Honor of

Frances Albertson
Sheila Deirocini

In Memory of

Bob and Betty Altomari
Alfred and Christine Altomari

In Memory of

Cornelia Appelget
Charles and Susan Appelget

In Memory of

James Behm

Douglas Binder, M.D.

Frank C. Bozarth

Helen Brezak

John Bleach

Michael J. Bodnar, Jr.

Elizabeth Calasso

Dolores Capaccio

Joan M. Carter

Susan Cashel

James T. Chapman

Mary Ada Amick
Brenda Riley and Karen Henkel

Frank C. Bozarth
Joseph A. and Virginia Bellina
Madeline Cahill

Dr. F. John Cottone

Andrew Crummy
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In Memory of

D. Walter Cohen
Jane and Martin Millner

In Memory of

Benjamin H. Cranston
Peggy Cranston

In Memory of
Bridget Day
Cynthia Day

In Memory of

Anthony J. DeLorenzo
Sandra L. DeLorenzo

In Memory of

Stella DeMarie
Joseph DeMarie

In Memory of
Ellen Demscak

Jeffrey and Catherine Donovan
Mike Dwyer’s co-workers
Raymond and Phyllis Gamache
John and Claudia Hughes
Mary Elizabeth Kramli
Mary Lou Kramli
William and Deborah Lake
Paul and Joan Martin
Morris Hall Community
Service Board
Joseph and Janet Morrissey
Joyce Morrison
Jean O’Donnell
Toni and Michael Osvai
Edward and Dorothea Palsho
Michelle Passo
Frederick and Neslie Petito
Wayne and Caroline Pickering
Shirley Rinaldi
Dominic and Carole Ritardi
Fred and Marjorie Ruch
Ed and Pam Schmierer
Andrew and Ruta Smithson

Beatrice M. Gomane
Mary Cook
Marisa D’Annibale
Debbie Miktus
Donna Mininni
Melody Stuart

In Memory of
Anna Grato

Joseph and Christine Grato

In Honor of

Darlene S. Hanley
Thomas and Ellen Kazanski
Cathy Frank-White and Ken White

In Memory of

Helen D. Henderson
Shirley Guerieri

In Honor of

Andy Higginbottom
Dr. Kevin and Jayne McGuigan

Charles and Judy O’Brien

In Honor of

In Memory of

Eugene Elias

Dennis DeNobile

In Memory of

In Memory of

Nancy Feldman

Robert and Arlene Alu
Ray and Mary Jane Bekarciak
Neil and Susan Bencivengo
Anthony and Rosanne Cimino
Carmela Cocola
Robert and Sylvia Coleman
Nancy Conte
Richard and Edythe DeGregory

In Honor of

Eileen M. DeNobile

In Memory of

Margaret Elias

In Memory of

William R. Hilgendorff, III
Carol A. Hilgendorff

Isaac Feldman

Karen Dwyer

John C. Fitzpatrick, Jr.
Eileen Fitzpatrick

In Honor of

Barry Jacobs
Susyn Berger and Barry Jacobs

In Honor of

Leopoldine Janowski
Lisa Janowski Glagola

In Honor of

In Memory of

Robert and Charlotte Tyger

Debra Migliorino

Evelyn Gansl
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Robert Jaouen

In Memory of

In Memory of

In Memory of

Dennis Kelly

Teresa Howell
Frances Laucella
John and Lizbeth Rich
Gerard and Donna Stein
Walter Stein

O’Connor, Passannante &
Williams Families

Geraldine Kelly

In Memory of

Maria P. Kennedy
Walter and Louise Kennedy

In Memory of
Richard Kloss
Lawrence Kloss

Mary McGowan

In Memory of

Martha Mercadante

In Honor of
Irene Goldman

Madalyn Lally

In Memory of

Josephine B. Mains
Donald Hamnett

O’Connor, Passannante &
Williams Families

Richard Mercadante

In Memory of

In Honor of

In Honor of

Peggy O’Connor

Jane Millner
John M. Lally, Jr.

Joseph O’Connor

Miriam Millner

In Memory of

Ann Patykula Okun
Burns Heating & Cooling
Mindy and Charlie Burns

In Memory of

Thomas and Deborah Musick

Regina O’Mara

In Memory of

Thomas and Deborah Musick
Parkside Memorial Home
Susan Swords

Henry B. Murphy
Stephen and Rusti Kitts

In Memory of

Doris Mansfield
David Morreale

In Memory of

Lena and Louis Mascherin
Benedetta and Russell Lambert

In Memory of

Robert Joseph Matthews
Thomas and Ann Margaret Lewis
Poulson & Van Hise

In Honor of

Gwen M. McCullagh
John McCullagh

In Memory of

Helen K. Musick
Thomas and Deborah Musick

In Memory of

Joseph Narducci
Phillips Memorial Hospital
Prospect Heights Volunteer
Fire Company #1

In Honor of

Harriet Novak

In Memory of

Jean Elizabeth Orrico
Poulson & Van Hise

In Memory of

Stephanie A. Panacek
James Panacek

In Honor of

Emma Patanella
ETS Cares Employee Donations

Ronald Novak

In Memory of
In Memory of

June O’Connell

Florence and Anthony
Pennacchi

Bishop David O’Connell

Paul and Rosina Pennacchi
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In Honor of

In Memory of

In Memory of

Suzanne Ellis

Susan Schechter

Joseph and Marie Mirro

In Memory of

In Memory of

Frederick Schrenk

Wayne Tindall

In Memory of

In Memory of

Ernest Cerino, Sr.

Adam Verchinski

Rosa Elena Pedraza

In Honor of
Mary Pek

Mark and Arleen Wagner

In Memory of

Samuel J. Peraino
James and Yvonne Peraino

Norman R. Schechter

Rita Schrenk

Bishop John Smith

In Memory of
Elaine Pollaro
Frank Pollaro

In Memory of

Albert, Maybelle and
Helena Rees
Maria Meseroll

In Memory of

Joseph R. Roose
Jane Hazard

In Honor of

Magdalena Sokolowski
Arthur A. Harvey

Edward and Frances Kurocka

In Memory of

Victoria A. Rosato
Dennis W. Rosato

In Memory of

Stella E. Rowan
John and Stephanie Barone

Lucy M. Spinelli
Richard and Lucy Bogda
Marie Luberto
Robert and Audrey Russin
John and Jennie Stelljes
John and Kathy Stelljes

In Honor of

Staff at St. Mary’s
Assisted Living
Patricia Beach

In Honor of

Marlene Stankus
Alexander Spring
Genevieve Spring

In Memory of

In Memory of

Anthony and Theresa Dolhon

Poulson & Van Hise

Joseph D. Rosenberger

Dorothy M. Tindall

Joan Verchinski

In Honor of

Dr. Anthony R. and
Marlene Volpe
Betty A. and D. Walter Cohen
Foundation

In Memory of

In Memory of

Rosemarie Rosati

Zolton Pete Szucs

Eleanor Supel
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In Memory of

Dorothea E. Volz
Dorothea M. Fell

In Memory of

Gloria M. Waldron
Amy McCaffrey

In Memory of
Win Wright
Joyce Wright

In Memory of

Norwood H. Young
Howard E. Young
This list includes donors who have
made gifts in honor or in memory of
an individual (s) from January 1, 2019
through December 31, 2019. We
apologize for any errors or omissions.

2381 Lawrenceville Road
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648

One Bishops’ Drive
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648

609-896-9500

609-896-0006

www.slrc.org

www.morrishall.org

